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On 3 January, Michael Mann, EC Spokesperson, said that Catherine Ashton EU High Representative / EC
Vice President is waiting for an answer from Iran on the purpose of its nuclear program before scheduling
any meeting with Iranian authorities.

Iran declared Saturday its readiness to resume talks about its contested nuclear programmes with world
powers but the European Union reacted with caution.

'We are willing to have discussion with Iran on the nuclear program if Iran wishes to prove that the nuclear
program is not for military reason but for peaceful reason, then, we are willing to discuss with them. The
fact they ask for a date for negotiation this morning, it is the other way round. Firstly Iran has to respond to
Miss Ashton's letter and our reaction will depend on the content of their response', said Michael Mann.

Ashton said in September that restarting the six-party talks with Iran was possible, but only under strict
conditions. All talks between the two sides, including the latest round in January in Istanbul, have failed so
far to achieve tangible results.

Only the original language version is authentic and it prevails in the event of its differing from the
translated versions.

00:00:00 Title
00:00:10 SOUNDBITE (in French ) Michael Mann, EC Spokesperson, saying that: On Iran, as you

know, Miss Ashton wrote to Mister Jalili, the Foreign Affairs Minister from Iran in October.
Repeating what we had put on the table in Istanbul a few months ago that we are willing to
have discussion with Iran on the nuclear program if Iran wishes to prove that the nuclear
program is not for military reason but for peaceful reason, then, we are willing to discuss
with them. The fact they ask for a date for negotiation this morning, it is the other way round.
Firstly Iran has to respond to MissAshton's letter and our reaction will depend on the content
of their response.
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